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SCHOOL  REPORT. 


The  School  Committee  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  Annual  Report. 

Two  changes  have  taken  place  during  the  past  year 
in  the  make-up  of  the  Committee.  Rev.  Mr.  Drury, 
who  had  served  for  three  years  as  Chairman,  with- 
drew from  the  Committee  in  the  month  of  May,  on 
account  of  his  removal  from  Swampscott,  and  Rev. 
Mr.  Geo.  Smith,  was  elected  to  succeed  him,  but 
Mr.  Smith,  also  removing  from  Town  in  June,  the 
vacancy  was  filled  by  the  election  of  Dr.  H.  Colman, 
to  serve  for  the  remainder  of  the  year.  Certain  rather 
important  changes  have  been  made  since  the  last  re- 
port, affecting  the  upper  schools,  in  order  to  increase 
their  efficiency,  which  require  to  be  treated  somewhat 
in  detail. 

Early  in  the  year  it  was  thought  best  to  establish  a 
school  for  the  teaching  of  higher  branches  than  could 
be  taught  in  the  Grammar  School.  It  was  deemed 
desirable  to  give  those  who  would  attend  a  High 
School  out  of  town  an  opportunity  to  study  at  home, 
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and  to  endeavor  to  induce  such  as  would  drop  their 
studies  upon  leaving  the  Grammar  School,  were  there 
nothing  beyond  it,  to  continue  them.  A  High  School 
was  consequently  organized,  and  Miss  Mary  Landen, 
an  Assistant  in  the  High  School  in  Erie,  Penn.,  en- 
gaged as  teacher.  The  school  opened  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  March,  with  thirty-four  scholars,  in  a  room  in 
the  Town  Hall,  there  being  no  other  suitable  room 
procurable.  The  school  occupied  this  room  until  the 
summer  vacation,  during  which,  some  changes  being 
made  in  the  lower  schools,  a  room  was  vacated  in  the 
Grammar  School-House,  to  which  the  High  School 
was  removed  at  the  beginning  of  the  Fall  Term.  It  is 
greatly  to  be  regretted  that  for  various  reasons  so 
many  of  the  scholars  have  bpen  withdrawn,  there  be- 
ing but  sixteen  present  at  the  examination  ;  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  appearance  of  the  school  at  its 
close,  which  elicited  so  much  outspoken  admiration, 
will  cause  its  importance  to  be  recognized,  and  call 
forth  from  the  community  a  hearty  support  of  the 
High  School  and  its  aims.  The  last  year's  work  has 
been  but  a  beginning,  which  is  full  of  promise  for  the 
future.  Scientific  modes  of  study,  and  scientific  ideas 
and  processes  are  assuming  so  much  importance  in 
our  daily  life  that  it  is  becoming  imperatively  neces- 
sary for  every  one  who  can  read  at  all  to  be  trained  in 
the  rudiments  of  at  least  one  science,  in  order  to  read 
the  current  literature  intelligently.  Such  training  can 
only  be  given  in  a  High  School,  and  therefore  the  con- 
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tinuance  of  such  a  school  becomes  a  matter  of  great 
practical  importance. 

The  Spring  Term  of  the  Grammar  School  was  taught 
by  Mr.  S.  W.  Clarke,  who  was  succeeded  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Summer  Term,  by  Mrs.  L.  S.  Means,  of 
Wakefield.  Mrs.  Means,  has  been  singularly  success- 
ful in  her  management  of  the  school,  having  won  the 
affection  and  roused  the  ambition  of  her  pupils  as  was 
clearly  shown  at  the  admirable  examination  exercises. 
In  addition  to  her  ordinary  work,  Mrs.  Means  has 
given  instruction  in  music  to  the  pupils  in  Miss  H ad- 
ley's  department  and  to  those  in  the  High  School;  and 
the  music  which  formed  so  attractive  a  feature  of  the 
examinations  in  the  three  upper  schools  was  due  to 
her  labors. 

Miss  E.  J.  Hadley  has  had  a  larger  number  of 
scholars  under  her  care  this  year  than  last.  Her  de- 
partment is  the  most  difficult  one  to  teach  in  the 
whole  town,  owing  to  its  peculiar  make-up,  and  it 
would  be  highly  unreasonable  to  look  for  the  same  re- 
sults in  it  as  in  the  other  schools.  The  examination 
was  very  satisfactory,  and  the  reading  deserving  of 
especial  commendation. 

The  Pine  Sjreet  Intermediate  has  continued  un- 
der the  care  of  Mrs.  M.  E.  Larkin.  Owing  to  the 
discontinuance  of  the  First  Intermediate,  this  school 
received  quite  a  number  of  new  scholars  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Fall  Term,  and  considerable  time  was  re- 
quired io  incorporate  them  into  the  school.    The  ex- 
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animation  was  highly  satisfactory,  the  teacher  fully 
sustaining  her  previous  excellent  reputation, 

In  the  Beach  District  a  new  hoase,  containing  two 
spacious  school-rooms,  was  built  during  the  summer 
vacation,  and  it  was  thought  advisable  to  establish  an 
intermediate  school  in  it,  in  order  to  relieve  the  mixed 
school,  which  had  become  too  unwieldy,  of  some  of  its 
more  advanced  members,  and  to  better  accommodate 
the  majority  of  the  intermediate  scholars  in  the  most 
thickly  settled  portion  of  the  town.     The  First  Inter- 
mediate was  therefore  divided,  part  of  its  members 
being  sent  to  the  Pine  Street  Intermediate,  and  the 
remainder  going  with  the  larger  scholars  in  the  Beach 
Intermediate,  of  which  Miss  Kate  Commerford  was 
chosen  teacher.    Miss  Commerford-'s  reputation,  made 
in  the  Beach  School,  has  been  fully  kept  up,  and  the 
very  marked  improvement  in  the  appearance  of  the 
scholars  who  attend  at  the  Beach  School-House  shows 
that  they  are  in  good  hands.    Two  features  of  the  ex- 
amination are  especially  worthy  of  note:  the  absence 
of  leading  questions   indicating  what  the  answers 
should  be,  and  the  spirit  of  criticism,  which  has  been 
fostered,  requiring  close  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
pupils,  in  order  to  detect  the  mistakes  of  others,  and 
to  avoid  them  themselves. 

PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 

The  number  of  Primary  Schools  has  been  increased 
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to  three  since  the  last  report,  by  the  division  of  the 
Mixed  School  in  the  Beach  District. 

The  First  Primary  has  continued  under  the  care 
of  Miss  Charlotte  F.  Mott,  who  has  kept  it  up  to  its 
former  standard  of  excellence.  The  examination  was 
as  all  former  ones  have  been,  entirely  satisfactory. 

In  the  Pine  Street  Primary,  Miss  Abbie  M.  Mott 
has  sustained  the  excellent  reputation  which  she 
gained  last  year.  A  noteworthy  feature  of  the  exam- 
ination was  the  exercise  in  the  elements  of  pronuncia- 
tion, giving  evidence  of  careful  and  thorough  drilling. 

The  Beach  School  was  kept  by  Miss  Kate  Com- 
merford,  for  the  first  half  of  the  year,  under  whose 
care  it  continued  to  improve  in  the  manner  ^especially 
noted  in  the  last  report.  The  division  of  the  school 
into  a  Primary  and  Intermediate  compelled  the  em- 
ployment of  a  Primary  Teacher,  and  Miss  Alva  Gou- 
dey,  a  graduate  of  the  Normal  School,  was  accordingly 
appointed  and  entered  upon  her  work  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Fall  Term.  She  has  successfully  carried 
on  the  work  begun  by  Miss  Commerford,  and  her  ex- 
amination was  in  every  way  creditable. 

MIXED  SCHOOLS. 

The  Essex  Street  School  continued  to  be  taught 
by  Miss  Mv  E.  Heyborn  until  the  end  of  the  Full 
Term,  when,  desiring  to  enter  upon  higher  and  more 


8 


SCHOOL  REPORT. 


responsible  duties,  her  resignation  was  offered,  and 
accepted  with  regret. 

Miss  Clara  Bancroft,  a  graduate  of  the  Normal 
School,  was  appointed  to  the  vacancy,  which  she  has 
filled  satisfactorily  during  the  Winter  Terra.  At  the 
examination,  the  scholars,  sixteen  in  number,  were 
every  one  present.  The  examination  was  satisfactory, 
and  the  exercise  in  Mental  Arithmetic,  especially  com- 
mendable. 

The  Farms  School,  under  the  care  of  Miss  Sarah 
Palmer,  has  suffered  no  deterioration  during  the  year, 
the  visits  and  examination  showing  that  the  good  con- 
dition of  the  school  has  been  conscientiously  kept  up. 
The  reading  was  especially  good. 

DRAWING. 

/rhe  Drawing  Lessons  have  been  given  as  hereto- 
fore by  *Miss  Clara  M.  Colcord,  and  considerable  im- 
provement has  been  made  during  the  year,  as  was 
shown  by  the  drawings  exhibited  in  the  Grammar 
School-Room  on  the  23d  of  February.  It  is  gratifying 
to  observe  that  the  value  of  the  study  of  Drawing 
is  coming  to  be  more  generally  recognized  and  ac- 
knowledged. The  practical  value  in  every  walk  in 
life  of  the  training  which  Drawing  lessons  compel  is 
unquestionable,  and  the  ability  to  make,  read  and  un- 
derstand a  drawing  is  more  advantageous,  both  to  the 
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mechanic  and  the  professional  man,  than  is  commonly 
imagined,  while  above  and  beyond  its  practical  appli- 
cations, which  are  many  and  varied,  a  familiarity  with 
drawing  has  the  further  use  of  pointing  the  way  to- 
wards and  stimulating  the  desire  for  a  class  of  enjoy- 
ments which  are  at  once  innocent,  refined  and  en- 
nobling. 

Two  of  the  Schools,  the  Grammar  and  Pine  Street 
Intermediate,  merit  especial  mention  on  account  of  the 
Calisthenic  Exercises  which  have  been  habitually  prac- 
ticed in  them.  These  exercises  are  advantageous  in 
two  ways.  First,  as  tending  to  develop  that  "beau- 
tiful strength"  which  their  name  indicates  ;  and,  when 
used  at  the  proper  time,  as  giving  the  relief  and  rest 
that  are  so  useful  and  agreeable  when  the  little  bodies 
are  wearied  with  long  sitting  in  a  position  which  ad- 
mits of  so  little  variation  as  that  permitted  by  even  the 
best  of  school  seats. 

TRUANCY. 

The  Truant  Officer,  Mr.  A.  F.  Nesbett,  reports 
having  visited  twenty-seven  families  and  the  return  of 
five  truants  to  their  respective  schools.  The  Commit- 
tee desire  to  express  their  approval  of  the  manner  in 
which  he  has  discharged  his  duties,  and  to  add  that 
there  has  been  less  truancy  than  heretofore,  as  the  per- 
centage of  attendance  indicates.    Parents  are  earnestly 

requested  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  keep  up  the  at- 
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tendance,  and  not  to  permit  children  to  stay  from 
school  except  in  case  of  absolute  necessity. 

A  copy  of  Chambers'  Encyclopedia,  a  Dictionary  of 
Universal  Knowledge,  in  ten  volumes,  has  been  put 
into  the  High  School-Room  for  the  use  of  the  upper 
schools  and  the  teachers  generally.  A  work  of  this 
kind  is  as  necessary  in  an  upper  school  as  a  dictionary, 
and  parents  can  avail  themselves  of  its  advantages,  and 
ar  the  same  time  stimulate  the  studies  of  their  children 
by  directing  them  to  get  from  it  any  information  upon 
any  subject  which  they  may  wish  to  know  something 
about. 

The  line  dividing  the  Beach  and  the  Pine  Street 
Intermediate  School  Districts  is  as  follows  :  Beginning 
at  the  junction  of  Redington  Street  with  Humphrey 
Street,  it  runs  along  the  centre  of  Redington  Street  to 
Rockland  Street,  thence  along  the  centre  of  Rockland 
Street  to  its  termination.  All  on  the  Beach  side  of 
said  line  to  attend  the  Beach  School,  and  all  on  the 
other  side  to  attend  the  Pine  Street  School. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  above,  the  Schools  of 
Swampscott  are  in  a  flourishing  and  satisfactory  con- 
dition, and  there  is  every  reason  to  look  for  a  continu- 
ance of  their  present  prosperity  during  the  course  of 
the  year  1877. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

HENRY   COL  MAN,  ) 

IVORY   EMMONS,         \  Committee. 

LAV1NIA  II  AT  FORD.  ) 
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STATISTICS  OF  SCHOOLS— 1876-77. 
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TEACHERS'  SALARIES. 


Miss  Mary  Landen,       .     •  .                             .  $650  00 

Mrs.  L.  F.  Means,  .  650  00 

Miss  E.  J.  Hadley,   450  00 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Larkin,       .                                     .  450  00 

Miss  Kate  Commerford,   450  00 

Miss  Charlotte  F.  Mott,       ...  450  00 

Miss  Abbie  M.  Mott,   450  00 

Miss  Sarah  Palmer,       .               .       .       .       .  450  00 

Miss  Clara  Bancroft,     ,                             .  400  00 

Miss  Alva  Goudey,       ...  400  00 

Miss  Clara  M.  Colcord,                 .  400  00 
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Regulations  for  the  Public  Schools. 


Section  1.  The  morning  session  shall  begin  at  nine  and  end 
at  twelve  o'clock.  The  afternoon  session  shall  begin  at  half-past 
one  and  end  at  four  o'clock. 

Sect.  2.  Teachers  must  be  at  their  school-rooms  fifteen  min- 
utes, and  in  stormy  or  cold  weather,  twenty  minutes  before 
school  time. 

Sect.  3.  Teachers  must  not  dismiss  their  schools  before  the 
specified  time,  nor  change  the  school  hours,  except  by  permis- 
sion of  the  Committee. 

Sect.  4.  The  Principal  of  the  Grammar  School  shall  have 
power  of  discipline  over  all  the  scholars  in  the  building  outside 
of  the  school-rooms. 

Sect.  5.  There  shall  be  a  recess  of  not  less  than  ten  minutes, 
nor  more  than  fifteen  minutes  each  half  day,  for  every  school ; 
and  for  each  Primary  School  there  may  be  an  extra  recess  each 
half  day. 

Sect.  6.  The  morning  exercises  of  the  schools  shall  com- 
mence with  the  reading  of  the  Bible  ;  and  it  is  recommended 
that  the  reading  be  followed  by  some  devotional  service. 

Sect.  7.  A  written  excuse  must  be  brought  by  each  pupil 
for  tardiness,  or  dismission  before  the  close  of  the  school ;  and 
tardiness  beyond  five  minutes  shall  be  considered  a  violation  of 
school  discipline,  and  shall  subject  the  delinquent  to  such  penalty 
as  the  nature  of  the  case  may  require. 
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Sect.  8.  For  every  absence  the  scholar  shall  bring  a  written 
excuse  from  his  parent  or  guardian  ;  and  the  teacher  shall  ascer- 
tain whether  the  absence  was  really  necessary  or  not.  If  not, 
the  teacher  shall  make  a  record  of  the  absence.  If  anjT  scholar 
shall  be  thus  absent  unnecessarily  three  times  in  any  term,  then 
the  teacher  shall  give  notice  in  writing,  or  personally,  to  the  pa- 
rent or  guardian,  that  if  the  scholar  is  absent  twice  more  he 
must  be  expelled  from  the  school.  If,  disregarding  this,  the 
scholar  is  absent  five  times  in  one  term,  he  shall  be  expelled,  and 
shall  not  be  again  admitted  until  the  parent  or  guardian  shall 
obtain  from  the  Committee  a  written  permit. 

Sect.  9.  When  a  pupil  is  absent  from  school  more  than  five 
consecutive  school-days,  for  sickness  or  any  other  cause,  his  name 
shall  be  stricken  from  the  roll  of  the  school,  at  the  end  of  the 
five  da}'s,  and  the  absence  in  all  such  cases  shall  be  recorded 
while  the  name  remains  on  the  roll.  If  the  teacher  has  satisfac- 
tory evidence  that  the  absence  was  occasioned  by  sickness,  the 
pupil  may  return  to  school  without  a  written  permit  from  the 
Committee. 

Sect.  10.  In  all  cases  of  continued  absence  from  school,  for 
sickness  or  other  cause,  if  the  pupil  be  unable,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  teacher,  to  keep  up  with  his  class,  such  pupil  may  be  kept 
from  promotion,  and  if  the  teacher  deems  it  best  for  the  pupil  or 
for  the  school,  may  be  dropped  to  the  next  lower  class,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Committee. 

Sect.  11.  Teachers  shall  exercise  a  kind  and  parental  disci- 
pline. Whenever  there  is  direct  and  violent  opposition  to  the 
authority  of  the  teacher,  or  continued  disobedience  in  a  pupil,  or 
improper  interference  of  parents,  such  as  to  render  the  pupil's 
presence  and  example  permanently  injurious,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  teacher -to  report  such  pupil  to  the  Committee,  who  alone 
shall  have  power  to  expel  from  school,  or  to  re-admit  when  e\  i- 
rlence  is  given  of  repentance  and  amendment. 
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Sect.  12.  When  a  pupil  is  suspended  from  school  under  any 
of  these  Regulations,  his  name  shall  be  stricken  from  the  roll. 

Sect.  13.  Scholars  shall  not  be  admitted  into  the  schools 
until  five  years  of  age,  nor  until  vaccinated,  nor  in  any  instance 
without  a  certificate  from  some  member  of  the  School  Committee. 

Sect.  14.  No  pupil  having  been  a  member  of  one  school, 
shall  be  admitted  into  another  without  previous  consent  of  the 
Committee. 

Sect.  15.  Each  pupil  must  come  to  school  neat  in  person 
and  dress,  and  in  case  of  neglect  in  this  respect v  the  teacher 
must  send  him  home  to  be  properly  prepared  for  school. 

Sect.  16.  In  case  of  difficulty  in  the  discharge  of  their  official 
duties,  or  when  they  may  desire  any  temporary  indulgence,  the 
instructors  shall  apply  to  the  Committee  for  advice  and  direction. 

Sect.  17.  No  studies  shall  be  pursued  in  any  of  the  schools, 
nor  any  text-books  used  or  introduced,  except  those  authorized 
by  the  Committee. 

Sect.  18.  Whenever  the  necessary  school-books  are  not  fur- 
nished by  the  parents  or  guardian,  on  the  written  request  of  the 
teacher,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  send  such  pupil  with  a  written 
order  to  the  town  agent,  specifying  the  name  of  the  book  re- 
quired, the  child's  name,  and  the  parent's  or  guardian's  name. 

Sect.  19.  No  subscription  or  advertisement  shall  be  in- 
troduced into  amT  public  school  without  the  consent  of  the 
Committee. 

Sect.  20.  Any  damage  done  to  the  school-house,  grounds  or 
premises,  must  be  paid  for  by  the  parent  or  guardian  of  the  child 
or  children  doing  it.  The  General  Statutes  of  Massachusetts 
provide  that  all  such  wilful  and  wanton  damages  shall  be  pun- 
ished "  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  or  by  im- 
prisonment in  the  jail  not  exceeding  one  }Tear." 

Sect.  21.  After  the  resignation  of  any  teacher  the  vacancy 
shall  be  filled  as  soon  as  possible,  but  the  annual  election  of  all 
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the  teachers  shall  occur  during  the  month  of  February,  and  their 
Salaries  shall  then  be  fixed. 

* 

Sect.  22.  Teachers  will  be  required  to  give  two  weeks'  notice 
of  intended  resignation,  and  on  failure  to  do  so,  the  bill  for  ser- 
vices of  such  teacher  shall  be  made  up  only  to  two  weeks  prior 
to  the  time  of  leaving.  All  teachers  shall  be  elected  with  this 
condition. 

Sect.  '2.').  The  Statute  in  regard  to  the  faithful  keeping  of  the 
School  Register  shall  be  observed.  It  is  directed  that  this  Reg- 
ister be  kept  at  the  school-room  for  inspection  by  the  Committee. 
At  the  close  of  each  term  it  must  be  properly  filled  up  and  re- 
turned to  the  Committee,  before  the  teacher  can  be  entitled  to 
receive  payment  for  services. 

Sect.  24.  The  annual  examinations  of  the  public  schools  shall 
take  place  duing  the  month  of  February. 

Approved  by  the  Committee. 

LAVTNIA  HAY  FORD  Secretary. 
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SCHOOL  REPORT. 


CALENDAR. 

Spring  Term.  —  Commences  first  Monday  in  March,  and  ends 
Friday,  May  18. 

Summer  Term.  —  Commences  last  Monday  in  May,  and  ends 
Friday,  July  13. 

Fall  Term.  —  Commences  first  Monday  in  September,  and 
ends  Friday,  November  23. 

Winter  Term.  —  Commences  first  Monday  in  December,  and 
ends  Friday,  February  22. 


HOLIDAYS. 

The  following  Holidays  will  be  allowed,  viz:  —  Saturdays, 
Days  of  Public  Fasting,  Fourth  of  July,  Thanksgiving  Day, 
Christmas  Day,  New  Year's  Day,  Twenty-Second  of  February, 
May-Day,  and  one  day  (to  be  determined  by  a  majority  vote  of 
the  teachers)  to  attend  the  Essex  County  Teachers'  Convention. 
No  change  in  the  regular  days  of  keeping  school  is  to  be  made, 
without  previous  consultation  with  the  Committee. 


SCHOOL  BOOKS. 
Reading.  —  Bible;    Monroe's  Readers. 

Mathematics.  —  Eaton's  or  Walton's  Written,  Intellectual, 
and  Primary  Arithmetic. 

Geography.  —  Warren's  Common  School,  and  Primary. 

History. — United  States. 

Grammar. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 
First  Year. — Algebra,  Physiology,  Latin,  English  Literature. 
English  Course. — Algebra,  Physiology,  History,  Book-keeping. 
Second  Year.  — -  Geometry,  Latin,  Physical  Geography. 
English  Course.  —  Geometiy,  Physical  Geography,  Botany. 


SCHOOL  REPORT. 


TRUANT  LAWS. 

The  following  By-Laws  concerning  Truancy  were 
adopted  at  the  annual  Town  Meeting  in  1875  : 

Sect.  L  Any  child  between  the  ages  of  seven  and  fifteen 
years,  who  shall  absent  himself  from  the  public  school  to  which 
he  may  be  assigned,  three  half  clays  within  the  period  of  four 
weeks,  without  sufficient  excuse  from  his  parent  or  guardian, 
and  any  such  child,  who  shall  so  absent  himself  five  half  days 
during  any  one  term  of  school,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  an  habit- 
ual truant. 

Sect.  2.  Any  child  convicted  under  the  preceding  by-law,  and 
an}^  child  between  the  ages  of  seven  and  fifteen  years,  who  may 
be  found  wandering  about  in  the  streets  or  public  places  of  the 
town,  having  no  lawful  occupation  or  business,  not  attending 
school,  and  growing  up  in  ignorance,  shall,  with  the  assent  of 
the  Board  of  State  Charities,  be  committed  to  the  State  Primary 
School  at  Monson,  or  to  such  other  suitable  place  for  the  con- 
finement, discipline,  and  instruction  of  such  children,  as  the 
town  may  hereafter  provide,  there  to  remain  until  upon  satisfac- 
tory proof  of  amendment,  or  for  other  sufficient  cause  he  may  be 
discharged,  provided  his  confinement  shall  not  exceed  two  years. 

Sect.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  truant  officer,  before 
making  any  complaint  for  offences  under  these  by-laws,  to 
notify  the  child  and  his  parent  or  guardian  of  the  offence  com- 
mitted, and  of  the  penalty  thereof,  and  if  the  truant  officer  can 
obtain  satisfactory  pledges  for  the  restraint  and  reformation  of 
the  child,  he  ma}^,  in  his  discretion,  forbear  to  prosecute,  so  long- 
as  such  pledges  are  faithfully  observed  and  kept. 

Sect.  4.  These  by-laws  shall  take  effect  upon  their  approval, 
as  required  by  law. 
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TOWN  WARRANT. 


Town  Warrant. 


1877.    Essex  ss. 

To  JAMES  WHEELER,  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Swamp- 
scott. 

Greeting. 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  you,, 
are  dircted  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Swampscott,  qualified  to  vote  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the 
Town  Hall,  in  said  Swampscott,  on  the  tenth  day  of  March  next, 
at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  then  and  there  to  act  on  the 
following  articles:  — 

Art.  1.    To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  at  said  meeting. 
Art.  2.    To  choose  all  necessary  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 
Art.  3.    To  hear  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Selectmen,  and 
act  thereon. 

Art.  4.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary 
to  defray  Town  Charges  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  make  ap- 
propriations of  the  same. 

Art.  5.  To  see  what  compensation  the  town  will  allow  S.  A. 
Lewis,  for  damage  done  to  his  premises  by  the  grading  of  Rock 
Avenue,  agreeable  to  the  petition  of  S.  A.  Lewis  and  others. 

Art.  6.  To  see  if  the  town  will*  grant  the  use  of  the  Town 
Hall,  for  free  Temperance  Lectures  ;  agreeable  to  the  petition 
of  John  Washburn  and  others. 

Art.  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  a  sum  of  money 
not  exceeding  Five  Hundred  Dollars,  to  construct  a  culvert  to 
cause  the  surplus  water  of  Stacey's  Brook,  to  cross  the  land  of 
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Thomas  Hadley,  and  Humphrey  Street  (or  such  other  place  as 
the  town  may  select)  to  the  sea. 

Art.  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  make  an  appropriation  to 
defray  the  expense  of  lighting  all  street  lamps  that  may  be 
erected  by  private  subscription. 

Art.  .9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  of  Newhall's  Court  as 
a  Highway. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up  at- 
tested copies  thereof,  at  several  public  places  in  said  town,  seven 
days  at  least  before  the  time  of  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  therein,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and  place  of 
meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  Twenty-Sixth  day  of  February,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-seven. 


JOHN  S.  HIGGINS, 
ALLEN  ROWE, 
HENRY  KENDRICK, 
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SCHOOL  REPORT 


The  School  Committee  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  Annual 
Report. 

Two  changes  have  taken  place 
during  the  past  year  in  the  make-up 
of  the  Committee.    R#v*  Mr.  Drury, 
who  had  served  for  three  years  as 
Chairman,  withdrew  from  the  Committee 
in  the  month  of  Hay,   on  account  of  his 
removal  from  Swamps  cot  t,  and  l::ev. 
Llr.  Geo.  Smith,  was  elected  to  succeed 
him,  but  Mr.  Smith,  also  removing  from 
Town  in  June,  the  vacancy  was  filled 
"by  the  election  of  Dr.  H.  Colman,  to 
serve  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
Certain  rather  important  changes  have 
been  made  since  the  last  report, 
affecting  the  upper  schools,  in  order 
to  increase  their  efficiency,  which 
require  to  be  treated  somewhat  in  de- 
tail. 

Early  in  the  year  it  was 
thought  best  to  establish  a  school 
for  the  teaching  of  higher  branches 
than  could  be  taught  in  the  Grammar 
School.     It  was  deemed  desirable  to 
give  those  who  would  attend  a  High 
School  cut  of  town  an  opportunity 
to  study  at  home, 
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and  to  endeavor  to  induce  such  as 
would  drop  their  studies  upon  leaving 
the  Grammar  School,  were  there  nothing 
"beyond  it,  to  continue  them.    .A  High 
School  was  consequently  organized,  and 
Hiss  Llary  L  an  den,  an  Assistant  in  the 
High  School  in  Erie,  Penn.,  engaged 
as  teacher.     The  school  opened  on  the 
twenty-ninth  of  March,  with  thirty- 
four  scholars,  in  a  room  in  the  Town 
Hall,  there  "being  no  other  suitable 
room  procurable.     The  school  occupied 
this  room  until  the  summer  vacation, 
during  which,  soiie  changes  being  made 
in  the  lower  schools,  a  room  was  vacat- 
ed in  the  Grammar  School-House,  to 
which  the  High  School  was  removed  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Fall  Term.     It  is 
greatly  to  be  regretted  -that  for  various 
reasons  so  many  of  the  scholars  have 
been  withdrawn,   there  being  but  sixteen 
present  at  the  examination;   and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  appearance  of  the 
school  at  its  close,  which  elicited  so 
much  outspoken  admiration,  will  cause 
its  importance  to  be  recognized,  and 
call  forth  from  the  community  a  hearty 
support  of  the  High  School  and  its 
aims.     The  last  year's  work  has  been 
but  a  beginning,  which  is  full  of 
promise  for  the  future,  Scientific 
modes  of  study,  and  scientific  ideas 
and  processes  are  assuming  so  much 
importance  in  our  daily  life  that  it 
is  becoming  imperatively  necessary 
for  every  one  who  can  read  at  all  to 
be  trained  in  the  rudiments  of  at 
least  one  science,  in  order  to  read 
the  current  literature  intelligently. 
Such  training  can  only  be  given  in  a 
High  School,  and  therefore  the  con- 
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tinuance  of  such  a  school  "becomes  a 
matter  of  great  practical  importance. 

The  Spring  Term  of  the  Grammar 
School  was  taught  "by  Mr.  S.  jit  Clarke, 
who  was  succeeded  at  the  beginning  of 
the  Summer  Term,  by  Mrs.  I.  S.  Lie  an  s, 
of  Jake  field.    Mrs.  Means,  has  "been 
singularly  successful  in  her  manage- 
ment of  the  school,  having  won  the 
affection  and  roused  the  ambition  of 
her  pupils  as  was  clearly  shown  at  the 
admirable  examination  exercises.  In 
addition  to  her  ordinary  work,  Mrs. 
Means  has  given  instruction  in  music 
to  the  pupils  in  Miss  Hadley!s  depart- 
ment and  to  those  in  the  High  School;  and 
the  music  which  formed  so  attractive  a 
feature  of  the  examinations  in  the 
three  upper  schools  was  due  to  her 
labors. 

Miss  E.   J.  Hadley  has  had  a 
larger  number  of  scholars  under  her 
care  this  year  than  last.     Her  de- 
part: en  t  is  the  most  difficult  one 
to  teach  in  the  whole  town,  owing  to 
its  peculiar  make-up,   and  it  would 
be  highly  unreasonable  to  look  for 
the  same  results  in  it  as  in  the  other 
schools.     The  examination  was  very 
satisfactory,  and  the  reading  deserv- 
ing of  especial  commendation. 

The  Pine  Street  Intermediate 
has  continued  under  the  care  of  Mrs. 
M.  E.  Larkin.     Owing  to  the  discon- 
tinuance of  the  First  Intermediate, 
this  school  received  quite  a  number 
of  new  scholars  at  the  beginning  of  ■ 
the  Fall  Term,  and  considerable  time 
was  required  to  incorporate  them  in- 
to the  school.     The  ex- 
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amination  was  highly  satisfactory,  the 
teacher  fully  sustaining  her  previous 
excellent  reputation. 

In  the  Beach  District  a  new 
house,  containing  two  spacious  school- 
rooms, was  built  during  the  summer 
vacation,  and  it  was  thought  advisable 
to  establish  an  intermediate  school  in 
it,  in  order  to  relieve  the  mixed 
school,  wnich  had  become  too  unwieldy, 
of  some  of  its  more  advanced  members, 
and  to  better  accommodate  the  major- 
ity of  the  intermediate  scholars  in 
the  most  thickly  settled  portion  of 
the  town.     The  First  Intermediate 
was  therefore  divided,  part  of  its 
members  being  sent  to  the  rine  Street 
Intermediate,  and  the  remainder  go- 
ing with  the  larger  scholars  in  the 
Beach  Intermediate,  of  which 
Miss  £ate  Commerford  was  chosen 
teacher.    Hies  Commerford1 s  reputa- 
tion, made  in  the  Beach  School,  has 
been  fully  kept  up,  and  the  very  mark- 
ed improvement  in  the  appearance  of 
the  scholars  who  attend  at  the  Beach 
School-House  shows  that  they  are  in 
good  hands.     Two  features  of  the  ex- 
amination are  especially  worthy  of 
note:  the  absence  of  leading  questions 
indicating  what  the  answers  should  be, 
and  the  spirit  of  criticism,  which 
has  been  fostered,  requiring  close 
attention  on  the  part  of  the  pupils, 
in  order  to  detect  the  mistakes  of 
others,  and  to  avoid  them  them- 
selves • 

PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 

The  number  of  Primary  Schools 
has  been  increased 
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to  three  since  the  last  report,  by  the 
division  of  the  Hixed  School  in  the 
Beach  District, 

The  First  Primary  has  con- 
tinued under  the  care  of  Hiss  Char- 
lotte ?•  Kott,  who  has  kept  it  up  to 
its  former  standard  of  excellence.  The 
examination  was  as  all  former  ones 
have  "been,  entirely  satisfactory. 

In  the  Pine  Street  Prim- 
ary, Hiss  Abbie  U.  Hott  has  sustain- 
ed the  excellent  reputation  which  she 
gained  last  year.     A  noteworthy  feat- 
ure of  the  examination  was  the  exer- 
cise in  the  elements  of  pronuncia- 
tion, giving  evidence  of  careful  and 
thorough  drilling, 

The  Beach  School  was  kept 
by  Hiss  Hate  Commerford,  for  the  first 
half  of  the  year,  under  whose  care  it 
continued  to  improve  in  the  manner 
especially  noted  in  tne  last  report. 
The  division  of  the  school  into  a 
Primary  and  Intermediate  compelled 
the  employment  of  a  Primary  Teacher, 
and  Hiss  Alva  Goudey,  a  graduate  of 
the  normal  School,  was  accordingly 
appointed  and  entered  upon  her  work 
at  the  beginning  of  the  Fall.  Term* 
She  has  successfully  carried  on  the 
work  begun  by  Hiss  Commerford,  and 
her  examination  was  in  every  way 
creditable . 

MIXED  SCHOOLS. 

The  Essex  Street  School  con- 
tinued to  be  taught  by  Hiss  H.  E. 
Heyborn  until  the  end  of  the  Fall 
Term,  when,  desiring  tc  enter  upon 
higher  and  more 
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responsible  duties,  her  resignation 
was  offered,  and  accepted  with  regret. 

HIM  Clara  Bancroft,  a 
graduate  of  the  I'ormal  School,  was 
appointed  to  the  vacancy,  which  she  has 
filled  satisfactorily  during  the  -//inter 
Term.     At  the  examination,  the  schol- 
ars,  sixteen  in  number,  were  every  one 
present.     The  examination  was  satis- 
factory, and  the  exercise  in  Mental 
Arithmetic,  especially  commendable. 

The  Farms  School,  under 
the  care  of  Miss  Sarah  Palmer,  has 
suffered  no  deterioration  during  the 
year,  the  visits  and  examination 
showing  that  the  good  condition  of 
the  school  has  been  conscientiously  kept 
up.     The  reading  was  especially  good. 


DRAWING . 

The  Drawing  lessons 
have  been  given  as  heretofore  by  ■ 
Hiss  Clara  &*  Colcord,  and  consid- 
erable improvement  has  been  made 
during  the  year,  as  was  shown  by  the 
drawings  exhibited  in  the  Grammar 
School-Room  on  the  25d  of  February. 
It  is  gratifying  to  observe  that  the 
value  of  the  study  of  Drawing  is 
coming  to  be  more  generally  recog- 
nized and  acknowledged.     .J  he  prac- 
tical value  in  every  walk  in  life 
of  the  training  which  Drawing  leer- 
ons  compel  is  unquestionable,  and 
the  ability  to  make,  read  and  un- 
derstand a  drawing  is  more  ad- 
van  tage ous ,  b o th  to  the 
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mechanic  and  the  professional  man, 
than  is  commonly  imagined,  while 
above  and  beyond  its  practical . appli 
cations,  which  are  many  and  varied, 
familiarity  with  drawing  has  the 
further  use  of  pointing  the  way  to- 
wards and  stimulating  the  desire  for 
a  class  of  enjoyments  which  are  at 
once  innocent,  refined  and  ennobl- 
ing. 

Two  of  the  Schools,  the 
Grammar  and  Pine  Street  Inter- 
mediate, merit  especial  mention  on 
account  of  the  Calisthenic  Exercises 
which  have  been  habitually  practiced 
in  them.     These  exercises  are  ad- 
vantageous in  two  ways,     first,  as 
tending  to  develop  that  "beautiful 
strength'1  which  their  name  indicates 
and,  when  used  at  the  proper  time, 
as  giving  the  relief  and  rest  that 
are  so  useful  and  agreeable  when 
the  little  bodies  are  wearied  with 
long  sitting  in  a  position  which  ad* 
mits  of  so  little  variation  as  that 
permitted  by  even  the  best  of 
school  seats. 


THUAIJGY. 

The  Truant  Officer, 
Mr*  A.  F«  Sestet*,  reports  having 
visited  twenty- seven  families  and 
the  return  of  five  truants  to  their 
respective  schools.     The  Committee 
desire  to  express  their  approval  of 
the  manner  in  which  he  has  dis- 
charged his  duties,   and  to  add  that 
there  has  been  less  truancy  than 
heretofore,  as  the  percentage  of 
attendance  indie ates .  Parents 
are  earnestly  requested  to  do  all 
iii  their  power  to  keep  up  the  at- 
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tendance,  and  not  to  permit  children 
to  stay  from  school  except  in  case 
of  absolute  necessity. 

A  copy  of  Chambers 1  En- 
cyclopedia, a  Dictionary  of  Uni- 
versal Knowledge,  in  ten  volumes, 
has  been  put  into  the  High  School- 
Room  for  the  use  of  the  upper 
schools  and  the  teachers  generally, 
A     ork  of  this  kind  is  as  nec- 
essary in  an  upper  school  as  a 
dictionary,  and  parents  can  avail 
themselves  of  its  advantages,  and 
at  the  same  time  stimulate  the 
studies  of  their  children  by  dir- 
ecting them  to  get  from  it  any 
information  upon  any  subject  which 
they  may  wish  to  know  something 
ab out. 

The  line  dividing  the 
Beach  and  the  Pine  Street  Inter- 
mediate School  Districts  is  as 
follows:    Beginning  at  the 
junction  of  Aedington  Street 
with  Humphrey  Street,  it  runs 
along  the  centre  of  Aedington 
Street  to  Rockland  Street, 
thence  along  the  centre  of 
;oc jland  Stre*  t  to  its  ter- 
mination.    All  on  the  Beach 
side  of  said  line  to  attend  the 
Beach  School,  and  all  on  the 
other  side  to  attend  the  Pine 
Street  School. 

As  will  be  seen  by 
the  above,  the  Schools  of 
Swamps cott  are  in  a  flourish- 
ing and  satisfactory  condition, 
and  there  is  every  reason  to 
look  for  a  continuance  of  their 
present  prosperity  during  the 


course  of  the  year  1877. 

All  of  which  is  respect 
fully  submitted. 


HENRY  COUUlB,  ) 

IVORY  EMM 093,       )  Commit tee 

IAVILIA  HAIFOBB, ) 
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STATISTICS  OF  SCHOOLS  -  1876-77. 
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TEACHERS 1  SALARIES. 


Lliss  Liary  Landen,  $650  00 

lire.  L.  P.  Means,  650  00 

Hiss  E.  J.  Eadley,  450  00 

Mrs*  M.  E.  Larkin,  450  00 

Miss  Kate  Gommerf or&,  450  00 

Miss  Charlotte  F.  Llott,  450  00 

Kiss  Abbie  M.  Llott,  450  00 

Lliss  Sarah  Palmer,  450  00 

Lliss  Clara  Bancroft,  400  00 

Lliss  Alva  Goudey,  400  00 

Lliss  Clara  M.  Coloord,  400  00 
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1EGULATI01IS  FOR  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 


Section  1.     The  morning  session 
shall  "begin  at  nine  and  end  at  twelve 
o'clock.     The  afternoon  session  shall 
"begin  at  half-past  one  and  end  at 
four  o'clock. 

Sect.  2.     Teachers  must  he  at 
their  school-rooms  fifteen  minutes, 
and  in  storm:/  or  cold  weather, 
twenty  minutes  before  echool  time. 

Sect.  3.     Teachers  must  not 
dismiss  their  schools  "before  the 
specified  time,  nor  change  the 
school  hours,  except  "by  permission 
of  the  Committee, 

Sect.  4.    I' he  Principal  of 
the  Grammar  School  shall  have 
power  of  discipline  over  all  the 
scholars  in  the  building  outside 
of  the  school-rooms. 

Sect.  5.     There  shall  be 
a  recess  of  not  less  than  ten 
minutes,  nor  more  than  fifteen 
minutes  each  half  day,  for  every 
school;  and  for  each  Primary 
School  there  may  be  an  extra  re- 
cess each  half  day. 

Sect.  6.     The  morning  ex- 
ercises of  the  schools  shall 
commence  with  the  reading  of  the 
Bible;  and  it  la  recommended 
that  the  reading  be  followed  by 
some  devotional  service. 
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Sect.  7.     A  written  excuse  must 
be  brought  by  each  pupil  for  'tardi- 
ness-, or  dismission  "before  the  close 
of  the  school;  arid  tardiness  "beyond 
five  minutes  shall  be  considered  a 
violation  of  school  discipline,  and 
shall  subject  the  delinquent  to 
such  penalty  as  the  nature  of  the 
case  may  re  quire • 
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•Sect.  8.      ?or  every  absence 
the  scholar  shall  bring  a  written  ex- 
cuse from  his  parent  or  guardian;  and 
the  teacher  shall  ascertain  whether 
the  absence  was  really  necessary  or 
not.     If  not,  the  teacher  shall  make 
a  record  of  the  absence.     If  any 
scholar  shall  be  thus  absent  un- 
necessarily three  times  in  any  term, 
then  the  teacher  shall  give  notice 
in  writing,  or  personally,  to  the 
parent  or  guardian,  that  if  the  N 
scholar  is  absent  twice  more  he  must 
be  expelled  from  the  school.  If, 
disregarding  this,  the  scholar  is 
absent  five  times  in  one  term,  he 
shall  be  expelled,  and  shall  not 
be  again  admitted  until  the  par- 
ent or  guardian  shall  obtain 
from  the  Committee  a  written  per- 
mi  t . 

Sect.  9.     When  a  pupil  is 
absent  from  school  more  than  five 
consecutive  school-days,  for  sick- 
ness or  any  other  cause,  his  name 
shall  be  stricken  from  the  roll 
of  the  school,  at  the  end  of  the 
five  days,  arid  the  absence  in  all 
such  cases  shall  be  recorded 
while  the  name  remains  on  the 
roll.     If  the  teacher  has  satisfact- 
ory evidence  that  the  absence 
was  occasioned  by  sickness,  the 
pupil  may  return  to  school  with- 
out a  written  permit  from  the 
Committee • 

Sect.  10.     In  all  cases 
of  continued  absence  from 
school,  for  sickness  or  other 
cause,  if  the  pupil  be  unable, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  teacher, 
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to  keep  up  with  his  class,  such  pupil 
may  be  kept  from  promotion,  and  if  the 
teacher  deems  it  "best  for  the  pupil 
or  for  the  school,  may  be  dropped  to 
the  next  lower  class,  with  the  approv- 
al of  the  Committee. 

Sect.  11.     Teachers  shall 
exercise  a  kind  and  parental  disci- 
pline.    Whenever  there  is  direct  and 
violent  opposition  to  the  authority 
of  the  teacher,  or  continued  dis- 
obedience in  a  pupil,  or  improper 
interference  of  parents,  .such  as 
to  render  the  pupil's  presence 
and  example  permanently  injurious, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  teach- 
er to  report  such  pupil  to  the 
Committee,  who  alone  shall  have 
power  to  expel  from  school,  or 
to  re-admit  when  evidence  is 
given  of  repentance  and  amend- 
ment • 
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Sect,  12.     When  a  pupil  is 
suspended  from  school  under  any  of 
these  Regulations,  his  name  shall  be 
stricken  from  the  roll. 

Sect.  13.     Scholars  shall  not 
"be  admitted  into  the  schools  until 
five  years  of  age,  nor  until  vaccin- 
ated, nor  in  any  instance  without  a 
certificate  from  some  member  of  the 
School  Committee. 

Sect.  14.     II o  pupil  having  "been 
a  member  of  one  school,  shall  be  ad- 
mitted into  another  without  previous 
consent  of  the  Committee. 

Sect.  15.     Each  pupil  must 
come  to  school  neat  in  person  and 
dress,  and  in  case  of  neglect  in 
this  respect,  the  teacher  must  send 
him  home  to  be  properly  prepared 
for  school. 

Sect.  16.     In  case  of 
difficulty  in  the  discharge  of 
their  official  duties,  or  when 
they  may  desire  any  temporary  in- 
dulgence, the  instructors  shall 
apply  to  the  Committee  for  advice 
and  direction. 

Sect.  17.     II  o  studies 
Bhall  be  pursued  in  any  of  the 
schools,  nor  any  text-books  used 
or  introduced,  except  those  auth- 
orized by  the  Committee. 

Sect  18.     V/henever  the 
necessary  school-books  are  not 
furnished  by  the  parents  or 
guardian,  on  the  written  reoauest 
of  the  teacher,  it  shall  be  his 
.duty  to  send  such  pupil  with  a 
written  order  to  the  town  agent, 
specifying  the  name  of  the  book 
required,   the  child's  name,  -and 
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the  parent's  or  guardian's  name. 

Sect.  19.     Ho  subscription  or 
advertisement  shall  he  introduced  in- 
to any  public  school  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  Committee. 

Sect.  20.     Any  damage  done  to 
the  school-house,  grounds  or  premises, 
must  "be  paid  for  "by  the  parent  or 
guardian  of  the  child  or  children  do- 
ing it.     The  General  Statutes  of 
Massachusetts  provide  that  all  such 
wilful  and  wanton  damages  shall  he 
punished  Mby  a  fine  not  exceeding 
five  hundred  dollars,  or  by  imprison- 
ment in  the  Jail  not  exceeding  one 
year . " 

Sect.  81 •     After  the  resigna- 
tion of  any  teacher  the  vacancy  shall 
be  filled  as  soon  as  possible,  but  the 
annual  election  of  all 
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the  teachers  shall  occur  during  the 
month  of  February,  and  their  salaries 
shall  then  be  fixed. 

Sect.  22.     Teachers  will  be 
required  to  give  two  weeks1  notice 
of  intended  resignation,  and  on 
failure  to  do  so,  the  bill  for  ser- 
vices of  such  teacher  shall  be  made 
up  only  to  two  weeks  prior  to  the 
time  of  leaving.     All  teachers 
shall  be  elected  with  this  condi- 
tion . 

Sect.  23.     The  Statute  in 
regard  to  the  faithful  keeping  of 
the  School  Register  shall  be  ob- 
served.    It  is  directed  that  this 
Register  be  kept  at  the  school- 
room for  inspection  by  the 
Committee.     At  the  close  of  each 
term  it  must  be  properly  filled 
up  and  returned  to  the  Committee, 
before  the  teacher  can  be  entitled 
to  receive  payment  for  services. 

Sect.  24.     The  annual  ex- 
aminations of  the  public  schools 
shall  take  place  during  the  month 
of  February. 


Approved  by  the  Committee. 


I AVIDIA  HAYFOKD , 
Secretary. 
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CALENDAR. 

Spring  Term,-  Commences  first 
Monday  in  March,  and  ends  Friday, 
Lay  18. 

Summer  Term,-  Commence i  last 
Monday  in  Hay,   and  ends  Friday, 
July  13. 

Fall  Term,-  Gommences  first 
Monday  in  September,  and  ends 
Friday,  HoYsmber  23. 

Winter  Term,-  Gommences  first 
Monday  in  December,  and  ends 
Friday,  February  82. 


HOLIDAYS . 

The  following  Holidays  will 
be  allowed,  viz:-  Saturdays.  Days 
of  Public  Fasting,  Fourth  of  July, 
Thanksgiving  Day,  Christmas  Day, 
Hew  Year's  Day,  Twenty- Second  of 
February,  May-Day,  and  one  day  (to 
be  determined  by  a  majority  vote 
of  the  teachers)  to  attend  the 
Essex  County  Teachers'  Convention. 
Bo  change  in  the  regular  days  of 
keeping  school  is  to  be  made, 
without  previous  consultation 
with  the  Committee . 


SCHOOL  BOOKS. 

Reading,-  3ible;  Monroe's 
Readers. 

Mathematics,-  Eaton's  or 
V/alton  '  s  Written  ,  Intellectual , 
and  Primary  Arithmetic. 
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Geography,-  Warren's  Common 
School,  and  Primary. 

History,-  United  States. 
Grammar. 


HIGH  SCHOOL 

First  Year,-  Algebra,  Physi- 
ology, Latin,  English  literature. 

English  Course,-  Algebra, 
Physiology,  History,  Book-keeping. 

Second  Year,-  Geometry,  Latin, 
Physical  Geography. 

English  Course,-  Geometry, 
Physical  Geography,  Botany- 
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TRUALIT  LAWS. 

The  following  By-Laws  concern- 
ing Truancy  were  adopted  at  the 
annual  Town  lie e ting  in  1875. 

Sect.  1.     Any  child  between 
the  ages  of  seven  and  fifteen 
years,  who  shall  absent  himself 
from  the  public  school  to  which 
he  may  be  assigned,  three  half 
days  within  the  period  of  four 
weeks,  without  sufficient  excuse 
from  his  parent  or  guardian,  and 
any  such  child,  who  shall  so  ab- 
sent himself  five  half  days  dur- 
ing any  one  term  of  school,  shall 
be  deemed  to  be  an  habitual  tru- 
ant . 

Sect.  2.     Any  child  con- 
victed under  the  preceding  by- 
law, and  any  child  between  the 
ages  of  seven  and  fifteen  years, 
who  may  be  foiind  wandering  about 
in  the  streets  or  public  places 
of  the  town,  having  no  lawful 
occupation  or  business,  not 
attending  school,  and  growing 
up  in  ignorance,   shall,  with 
the  assent  of  the  Board  of 
State  Charities,  be  committed  to 
the  State  Primary  School  at 
Lonson,  or  to  such  other  suit- 
able place  for  the  confinement, 
discipline,  and  tnstruotioa  of 
such  children,  as  the  town  may 
hf.reafter  provide,  there  to 
remain  until  upon  satisfactory 
proof  of  amendment,   or  for  other 
sufficient  cause  he  may  be  dis- 
charged, provided  his  confine- 
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ment  shall  not  exceed  two  years, 

Sect.  3.     It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  every  truant  officer,  before 
making  any  complaint  .for  offences 
under  these  by-laws,  to  notify  the 
child  and  his  parent  or  guardian  of 
the  offence  committed,  and  of  the 
penalty  thereof,   and  if  the  truant 
officer  can  obtain  satisfactory 
pledges  for  the  restraint  and 
reformation  of  the  child,  he  may, 
in  his  discretion,   forbear  to 
prosecute,  so  long  as  such  pledges 
are  faithfully  observed  and  kept. 

Sect.  4.     These  by-laws  shall 
take  effect  upon  their  approval,  as 
required  by  law. 
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T0  .V1J  VI ABIU 


1877.    Essex  ss. 

To  JAMES  WHEELER,  Constable  of  the 
Town  of  Swampscott. 

Greeting 

In  the  name  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Lassachuse tts  you,  are 
directed  to  notify  and  wars  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Swamp- 
scott, qualified  to  vote  in  town 
affairs,   to  meet  at  the  Town  Hall, 
in  paid  Swampscott,   on  the  tenth 
day  of  Larch  next,  at  nine  o1 clock 
in  the  forenoon,  then  and  there 
to  act  on  the  following  articles :- 

Art.  1.  To  chooee  a  Moderator 
to  preside  at  said  meeting. 

Art.  2.  To  choose  all  necessa 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Art.  3.  To  hear  the  annual 
Report  of  the  Selectmen,  and  act 
thereon . 

Art.  4.     To  raise  such  sums 
of  money  as  may  he  necessary  to 
defray  Town  Charges  for  the  en- 
suing year,  and  make  appro- 
priations of  the  same. 

Art*  5.     To  see  what  compen- 
sation the  town  will  allow 
S.  A.  Lewis,  for  damage  done  to 
his  premises  by  the  grading  of 
Rock  Avenue,  agreeable  to  the 
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petition  of  S.  A.  Lewis  and  others. 

Art.  6.     To  see  if  the  town 
will  grant  the  use  of  the  Town  Hall, 
for  free  Temperance  lectures;  agree- 
able to  the  petition  of  John  ./ash- 
burn  and  others. 

Art.  7.     To  see  if  the  town 
will  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  not 
exceeding  ?ive  Hundred  Dollars,  to 
construct  a  culvert  to  cause  the 
surplus  water  of  Stacey's  Brook, 
to  cross  the  land  of 
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Thomas  Hadley,  and  Humphrey  Street 
( or  such  other  place  as  the  town  may 
select)  to  the  sea. 

Art.  8.     To  see  if  the  town 
will  make  an  appropriation  to  defray 
the  expense  of  lighting  all  street 
lamps  that  may  be  erected  by  private 
subscripti  on . 

Art.  9.     To  see  if  the  town 
will  accept  of  Lewhall's  Court  as 
a  Highway. 

..aid  you  are  directed  to 
serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up 
attested  copies  thereof,  at  several 
public  places  in  said  town,  seven 
days  at  least  before  the  time  of 
eaid  meeting. 

HEBE FAII  DOT,  and  make 
due  return  of  this  -warrant,  with 
your  doings  therein,  to  the 
Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and  place 
of  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  this 
Twenty-Sixth  day  of  February,  to 
the  year  one  thousand  eight 
.undred  and  seventy-seven. 


JQHH  3.  HISGIHS) 

ALIEN  ROWS;         )  Selectmen. 

HEflRY  EEI'DRICE.  ) 
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